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EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SISCO 

E.O. 1I652:GDS 

TAGS:PFOR, MASS, JO, MO, US, IR 
SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE EOR MOROCCO 

REEERENCES: A - AMMAN 687; B - AMMAN 689; C - AMMAN 699; 

D - TEHRAN 1267; E - STATE 201455 (NOTAL). 

1 . DEPT AND DOD ARE GIVING URGENT CONSIDERATION TO GOI 
PROPOSALS FOR POSSIBLE TRANSFER OF ITEMS ON GOM SHOPPING 
LIST TO MOROCCO. ACTION, HOWEVER, COMPLICATED BY MANY 
FACTORS INCLUDING UNAVAILABILITY OF EARLY REPLACEMENTS, 
INEVITABILITY OF CONGRESSIONAL AND PRESS ATTENTION TO TRANS- 
FERS, LOGISTICAL AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH 
TRANSPORT OF EQUIPMENT AND COST EACTORS. THESE QUESTIONS 
ARE ADDRESSED IN DETAIL BELOW AND YOU SHOULD DISCUSS THEM 
WITH APPROPRIATE GOI OFFICIALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH FOLLOWING 
GUIDELINES. 
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2. us POLICY IS BASICALLY SYMPATHETIC TO MOROCCAN SOLUTION 
TO SAHARA PROBLEM BASED ON SPANISH-MOROCCAN-MAURITANIAN 
TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AND UNGA RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THAT 
AGREEMENT EOR WHICH US VOTED IN UNGA. WE ALSO SUPPORT 
CURRENT MEDIATION EEEORTS BY UN SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM'S 
REPRESENTATIVE AND BY SEVERAL ARAB COUNTRIES SEEKING TO 
RECONCILE GOA AND GOM DIFEERENCES ON SELE-DETERMINATION 
ISSUE. HOWEVER, WE RECOGNIZE THAT MILITARY BALANCE IN AREA 
OVERWHELMINGLY IN ALGERIA'S EAVOR, AND, IN VIEW OF OUR 
LONG-STANDING FRIENDLY ASSOCIATION WITH MOROCCO AND CON- 
COMITANT MILITARY SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP, WE WANT TO LEND 
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT. OUR INTENTION IS TO BE AS RESPONSIVE 

AS POSSIBLE TO MOROCCO TO HELP IN PART TO OEESET IMBALANCE 
VIS-A-VIS ALGERIA WHILE AVOIDING HIGHLY VISIBLE EMERGENCY 
SUPPLY OF U.S. EQUIPMENT WHICH WOULD MAKE IT APPEAR USG 
INJECTING ITSELE INTO DISPUTE AT TIME THAT REGIONAL AND 
UN DIPLOMATIC EFEORTS ARE IN TRAIN. 

3. YOU SHOULD INFORM GOI THAT FOLLOWING GENERAL CONSIDER- 
ATIONS WOULD APPLY TO TRANSEERS OE ITEMS MENTIONED REE D. 

A. REPLACEMENTS EOR MOST ITEMS IN MOROCCAN REQUEST LIST 
COULD NOT RPT NOT BE EURNISHED QUICKLY BECAUSE OE LENGTHY 
PRODUCTION LEAD TIMES RANGING FROM 20 TO 48 MONTHS IN 
MANY CASES. USG IS UNABLE TO EXPEDITE THESE ITEMS DUE 

TO EIRM COMMITMENTS TO U.S. EORCES AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 

B. REPLACEMENT COSTS ON ALL ITEMS WOULD EXCEED ORIGINAL 
COSTS TO IRAN, AND USG HAS NO RPT NO EUNDS FROM WHICH TO 
ABSORB ADDED COSTS. 

C. RESPONSIBILITY EOR MAINTENANCE STATUS OE THE EQUIPMENT 
SELECTED EOR TRANSEER MUST NECESSARILY REST WITH COUNTRIES 
INVOLVED. 

Y TRANSFERS OF U.S. SUPPLIED EQUIPMENT EROM IRAN 
WHETHER TO JORDAN OR DIRECT TO MOROCCO MUST BE NOTIEIED 
TO CONGRESS. YOU SHOULD BE SURE GOI FULLY UNDERSTANDS 
THAT THIS LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENT MAKES IT INEVITABLE 
THAT TRANSACTIONS WILL COME TO THE ATTENTION OF CONGRESS 
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AND PUBLIC AND MIGHT ATTRACT CRITICISM. TRANSEER PRO- 
CEDURES OUTLINED IN REE E. 

E. GOI SHOULD SUBMIT DIPLOMATIC NOTE OR OTHER WRITTEN 
REQUEST THROUGH MEA OR MINISTRY OE DEFENSE TO EMBASSY 
FORMALLY ASKING AUTHORIZATION TO EFFECT TRANSEERS IN 
QUESTION TO JORDAN, UNLESS THEY WISH ON REELECTION TO 
TRANSFER DIRECTLY TO GOM. (FYI: AS YOU ARE AWARE, WE 
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WOULD THEN NEED TO MEET STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS OE ADVANCE 
NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS AND-RECEIPT OF TRANSFER 
ASSURANCES EROM RECIPIENT. END EYE) 

E. TRANSPORT OP ITEMS, PARTICULARLY AIRCRAFT, WHETHER 
LATTER SENT DIRECTLY PROM IRAN OR VIA JORDAN, POSES 
PRACTICAL DIFPICULTIES. IP GOI RAISES QUESTION OF U.S. 

AIRLIFT, YOU SHOULD SAY YOU MUST REFER QUESTION TO 
WASHINGTON. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, YOU MIGHT INQUIRE WHETHER GOI HAS 
EXPLORED POSSIBILITIES OF ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING AIRLIFT 
FROM SAUDIS AND OTHER FRIENDLY ARAB STATES WITH CAPABILITY. 
(PYI: TRANSPORT BY USAF AIRCRAFT WOULD BE VERY COSTLY; 

ROUGH ESTIMATE AROUND $3.7 MILLION. END PYI) 

4. SPECIPIC ITEMS: INFORM GOI OP POLLO WING: 

A. 16 155 MM HOWITZERS AND AMMUNITION - USG WILL APPROVE 
TRANSPER FROM IRAN TO MOROCCO, EITHER VIA JORDAN OR 
DIRECT AS SOON AS US STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS ARE MET AND 
ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE. REMIND GOI THAT EVEN IP ROUTED 
VIA JORDAN, TRANSPER WOULD EVENTUALLY BECOME PUBLIC 
INPORMATION FOR REASONS CITED PARA 3D. ALSO, INPORM GOI 
THAT WE COULD NOT REPLACE HOWITZERS FROM GOM ORDERS UNTIL 
POURTH QUARTER CY 77. ONE POSSIBILITY FOR SUCH TRANSFER 
WOULD BE TO DIVERT 12 155 HOWITZERS NOW IN PROCESS OP 
BEING SHIPPED FROM US PORT TO IRAN. 

B. 4 OR 5 F-5AS WITH MUNITIONS (GOI NOT REQUESTING 
REPLACEMENT). IN PRINCIPLE WE PAVOR THIS TRANSPER FROM 
IRAN TO JORDAN TO MOROCCO. IF GOI SHOULD OPT FOR DIRECT 
SHIPMENT, WHAT IS GOI ESTIMATE OP TIME NEEDED TO PREPARE 
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PLANES POR FERRYING, OR ALTERNATIVELY TO DISASSEMBLE AND 
LATER REASSEMBLE THEM IN MOROCCO. IF PLANES ARE PERRIED, 
OVERFLIGHT AND LANDING/REFUELING ARRANGEMENTS WOULD HAVE 
TO BE MADE WITH SAUDI ARABIA, GREECE, ITALY AND SPAIN. 

USG WOULD BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT GOI OR GOJ REQUESTS POR 
OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE. 

C. WE ARE IN PRINCIPLE AGREEABLE TO TRANSPER TO MOROCCO 
OP OTHER ITEMS IN IRANIAN INVENTORY BUT MUST STUDY FURTHER 
THE PROBLEMS OF REPLACEMENT AVAILABILITY AND PINANCING. 

THIS WE ARE DOING ON URGENT BASIS. PRELIMINARY SURVEY 
REVEALS MOROCCAN PAYBACK BASED ON CURRENT PRODUCTION/ 
DELIVERY SCHEDULES (LOA'S ALREADY SIGNED) COULD BE AS 
POLLOWS FOR SOME OP OTHER ITEMS ON GOM LIST: 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


TOW - LAUNCHERS, MISSILES - 4TH QTR CY 76 

16 155 MM MI09A2 HOWITZERS (COM ORDER CALLS EOR MI09AIB) 

- 4TH QTR CY 77 

4 MILLION 7.62 NATO ROUNDS - 3 MONTHS GENERAL LEAD-TIME 
(NO DELIVERIES PENDING FOR MOROCCO) 

12,800 155 MM SHELLS (10 SMOKE OR PHOSPHORUS, 10 
ILLUMINATING, 70 EXPLOSIVES, 10 TRAINING) - 3 MONTHS 
GENERAL LEAD-TIME (NO DELIVERIES PENDING EOR MOROCCO) 

5. EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM GOI IMMEDIATELY OF PROPOSED 
FAVORABLE DECISIONS ON TRANSFER OF 16 HOWITZERS AND AMMO 
AND OE F-5AS TO GOJ OR GOM. AFTER EXPLAINING CAREFULLY 
CONDITIONS AND RAMIFICATIONS OUTLINED PARAS 3 AND 4, 

EMBASSY SHOULD ASCERTAIN WHETHER GOI WANTS TO PROCEED WITH 
THE TRANSFERS IN QUESTION AND ADVISE THAT DEPT WILL NOT 
RPT NOT INITIATE STEPS TO EFEECT TRANSEERS UNTIL IT 
RECEIVES GOI ASSURANCES IN THIS REGARD. INGERSOLL 
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